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German UN2521 Intermediate Conversation – Syllabus
Syllabus German UN2521 Intermediate German Conversation I
Fall 2021 [PRELIMINARY]

Instructor: Cosima Mattner 
Office: 801 Hamilton Hall 
Office Hours: Fridays, 2-6 pm
Phone: 3143327423
Email: cm3783@columbia.edu

Recommended materials:
Langenscheidts Großwörterbuch: Deutsch als Fremdsprache[image: ]

Computer with internet access

Time/Date
Intermediate German Conversation II (UN2521) meets MW 6:10-7:25 pm; students are expected to always wear a mask and attend ALL class meetings. They are encouraged to visit Kaffeestunde (in Deutsches Haus, 420 W. 116 - dates and times TBA, make sure you’re on the departmental list serv) and departmental events (dates and times TBA) to practice their German!  

Course prerequisites:
Desire to speak lots of German!  Students in Intermediate Conversation II should have completed the equivalent of one and a half years of college German.  This conversation group is designed for students who are now taking Intermediate German I/II (UN2101/UN2102) or who wish to maintain their spoken German at least at the advanced intermediate level.

Course goals:
1) to improve your ability to speak, understand and manage German in everyday situations;
2) to provide opportunities to participate in conversational situations on any topics you are interested in discussing such as:
a. Deutschland (Österreich und die Schweiz) gestern und heute
b. Die Wiedervereinigung
c. Deutschsprachige Nachrichten, Musik, Literatur, Kultur, Politik
d. Deutsche Menschen, Ereignisse, Orte
e. Reviewing German Vocab and Grammar  
3) to strengthen and get skills to understand German spoken at normal conversational speed;
4 ) to expand active and passive vocabularies (through a collective vocabulary list)
5) to maintain a certain level of written German through short written activities, such as blogging / diary / social media posts. The main writing assignment will be protocolling sessions. Every student will be assigned one class to protocol. There is a template for protocoling which needs to be followed. The document is first shared with me for feedback and then with the class through canvas. 

Course format:  
Class sessions will consist of a variety of activities throughout the term, including:
1) daily warm-ups concentrating on every day needs / news
2) paired or small group conversations and interviews on a variety of topics
3) dialogs/role plays based on everyday situations and videos
4) student presentations, and discussions resulting from presentations
5) web / audio-visual presentations
6) discussions of short readings on a variety of topics
7) web-based searches and reports by individuals and/or small groups
8) work with blogs, the web, and other computer media
9) protocolling sessions

Participation/Attendance:
Class attendance is the primary component of your grade.  Students are expected to attend and participate in ALL class meetings.  Unexcused absences will lower your participation grade.  Missing class will not only hamper your own progress, it may limit a partner's class participation, too.

Homework:
Homework includes PREPARATION for in-class activities; this includes individual vocab training and may include written assignments as well as exercises and activities to prepare for oral presentations during class.  Preparation for oral and written assignments will be necessary and influence your grade directly. 

Grading:
Daily preparation / homework 20%
Session protocols 10%
Collaborative Vocabulary List 10%
Oral presentations 10%
Final oral interview 10% (time/date TBA)
Class attendance and participation 40%

Semesterplan:
We do not have a set Semesterplan. You as students get to determine together which topics you would like to explore. Our topics and achievements will be documented throughout the semester and you will receive a retroactive Semesterplan at the end of the semester.

ATTENTION: USEFUL! Grammar Online:
Online Dictionary: https://de.thefreedictionary.com/ 
Reverso Conjugation: https://conjugator.reverso.net/conjugation-german-verb-gewinnen.html (Links to an external site.) 
Nancy Thuleen: http://www.nthuleen.com/teach/grammar/nomakkdatexpl.html (Links to an external site.)
U Michigan: https://resources.german.lsa.umich.edu/grammatik/standard-case-overview/#genitive (Links to an external site.) 
German.net: https://german.net/exercises/cases/genitive-case/ (Links to an external site.) 
German Grammar für Englisch Sprecher: http://germanforenglishspeakers.com/ (Links to an external site.) 
German Grammatical Gender:
Nouns in German have a gender (masculine, feminine, or neuter) that often does not obey any apparent logic. The German language also assigns humans a gender, and German is not special for having a rigid binary gender system. Pervasive gender normativity is reflected in our use of language, and language instruction is one of the spaces in which such traditional structures are reinforced. At Columbia and Barnard, we strive to be respectful and inclusive. Whereas we still need to learn language in its normative form, I encourage you to be aware of the implications of such norms and to be attentive to your classmates’ and instructors’ desires. Please contact your instructor right away should you have any preferred name and/or preferred pronoun by which you would like to be addressed. Although there are limitations to what the language allows grammatically, the German Department faculty and staff are committed to finding solutions that work for everyone. 
Academic Integrity:
Columbia and Barnard policy on academic integrity forbids students to hand in work (homework, vocabulary lists, essays, etc.) that has been edited by a tutor or in any way authored or rewritten by someone other than the student. All work must be completed by the student him/herself and reflect the student's personal language level. No credit will be awarded for work that you did not complete yourself! Extensive use (= translation of a sentence and/or more) of a translation tool such as Google translate violates academic integrity. If you feel you need tutoring, speak to your instructor or contact Jutta Schmiers-Heller (js2331) at Columbia or Irene Motyl-Mudretzkyj (imudretz@barnard.edu) for Barnard for permissible tutoring guidelines.

Learning preferences and accommodations:
We acknowledge in our courses that people learn in different ways. For example, having visuals to support text may work better for some students, whereas others learn better by listening to the instructor. Please talk to your instructor about your learning preferences, so we can make the course work as well as possible for everyone. If you have, or suspect, a disability of any kind, please be sure to contact the office of disabilities (see link below) so that accommodations can be put in place. The earlier we know about it the better it will work.

Learning during the Pandemic:
While this class is a rigorous academic course, it is clear that all of us are dealing with anxiety, stress, uncertainty, trauma, and grief to varying extents, and there may be unforeseen disruptions in our lives. Our goal is to create a culture of flexibility and care in our class community, and we believe such a culture builds upon consistent engagement, empathy, and clear communication.  We will try to create channels for these and model expectations, but we will also rely on you to help build our community and provide feedback so that we can make adjustments when needed.

Academic, Mental, and Physical Support:
Student life can get very intense, especially during the current pandemic. If you feel that you need help in any way, please don’t wait but act immediately. Let your instructor know that you are struggling. Most importantly, contact your Dean/Advisor so they can help you. In addition, visit Columbia’s/Barnard’s websites to know what services are available to you: https://health.columbia.edu/services/ods and https://barnard.edu/health-wellness 

Other Resources at CU: 
https://thefoodpantry.studentgroups.columbia.edu/
https://cc-seas.financialaid.columbia.edu/deans-fund 

German Studies at CU:
Direct questions about language courses German at Columbia to Jutta Schmiers-Heller, 402 Hamilton Hall, x44824 (js2331@columbia.edu); Barnard students contact Irene Motyl, 320c Millbank Hall, x44287 (imotyl@barnard.edu). To major or concentrate in German, contact Prof. Dorothea von Mücke, 410 Hamilton Hall, x41891 (dev1@columbia.edu). For further information on the department, go to: https://germanic.columbia.edu


SEMESTERPLAN – preliminary


	Woche
	Kommunikationsthema
	Sprachliche Funktion
	Abgabetermine für größere Arbeiten.

	
1. Woche 

13./15.Sept. 

(Jom Kippur on Sept. 15)


	Kennenlernen
Klasse kennenlernen
Themen besprechen

Syllabus 

Session protocol model

Bundestagswahl I

	
	


	
2. Woche 
20./22. Sept. 



	Bundestagswahl II


	
	


	
3. Woche

27./29. Sept.
	
Bundestagswahl III 
	
	


	4. Woche

4./6. Okt.


	
	
	

	5. Woche


11./13. Okt. 



	
	

	

	6. Woche

18./20. Okt. 



	
	
	

	7. Woche

25./27. Okt. 

	
	
	

	8. Woche

1./3. Nov. 

	
	
	

	9. Woche

8./10. Nov.

	
	
	

	10. Woche

15./17. Nov.

	
	
	

	11. Woche

22./24. Nov. 
(TG Week)

	
	
	

	12. Woche

29.Nov/1.Dez.

	
	
	

	13. Woche

6./8. Dez.

	
	
	

	14. Woche

13. Dez

	
	
	

	Reading and Final Period

13.-20. Dez.
	Mündliche Prüfungen
	More Information TBA
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