COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY/BARNARD COLLEGE – DEPARTMENT OF GERMAN
Essay writing Guidelines


GUIDELINES AND TIPS FOR WRITING ESSAYS IN ELEMENTARY GERMAN
CREATE WITH WHAT YOU'VE ALREADY LEARNED AND WRITE WHAT YOU KNOW!  Students are expected to write a coherent text (100 - 150 words for German 1101 and 150-200 for 1102) on an assigned topic. The essay questions are designed to correspond to the material of the chapter and to your language level allowing you further practice. Doing so will help you acquire the material and avoid the mistakes that come from using unfamiliar structures. In your compositions, you should mostly use vocabulary and structures you have learned and practiced in class. This is an opportunity to demonstrate how well you can use the language that you are learning.

KEEP IT SIMPLE. When choosing a specific topic to write about, think about whether you have the vocabulary and language to express yourself. If not, simplify the content of your composition to match your language level. 

USE DICTIONARIES WISELY AND SPARINGLY. When writing an essay, there will be things you want to say but do not have the language for. If you find yourself looking up more than 30% of the words in your essay you are using your dictionary too much. When looking up words in a dictionary, read definitions carefully! Looking up an English word in a German dictionary can yield dozens of German equivalents. One trick is to look up the word in both directions. For example, let’s say you are writing about making your bed and want to look up ‘sheet’ in German. You would find many words under this entry, including ‘Blatt’ and ‘Laken.’ Looking up ‘Blatt’ will yield English definitions like ‘leaf’ or ‘sheet of paper,’ whereas looking up ‘Laken’ will yield the English ‘(bed)sheet.’ This process can help you find the true equivalent of the English word you are searching. (FYI: some good online dictionaries are LEO: http://dict.leo.org; Dict.CC: https://www.dict.cc; DWDS: https://www.dwds.de/ (German only, but good for collocations)

DO NOT TRANSLATE YOUR ESSAY. Do not write an essay in English and then translate it into German. It does not work and it is a violation of the Columbia/Barnard Policy on Academic Integrity.(See below)
WRITE THE ESSAY YOURSEFLF. Under no circumstance should the essay written by anyone else but you. For tutoring help and academic integrity see below. 
COLUMBIA/BARNARD POLICY ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY forbids students to hand in work (homework, vocabulary lists, essays, etc.) that has been edited by a tutor or in any way authored or rewritten by someone other than the student. All work must be completed by the student him/herself and reflect the student's personal language level. No credit will be awarded for work that you did not complete yourself! Extensive use (= translation of a sentence and/or more) of a translation tool such as Google translate violates academic integrity. If you feel you need tutoring, speak to your instructor or contact Jutta Schmiers-Heller (js2331) at Columbia or Irene Motyl-Mudretzkyj (imudretz@barnard.edu) for Barnard for permissible tutoring guidelines.
BE PRECISE WHEN WRITING! Please take time for proof-reading. Check genders and plural forms as you write. Ask yourself if the verbs you are using are regular or irregular. When you are finished writing, read your essay through a number of times, checking each time for a different grammatical issue. For example, you could read your essay once for nouns, once for verbs, and once for word order. Reading out loud and reading from bottom to top (out of context) is helpful to catch mistakes. These methods can help you to focus your attention and to catch any mistakes you might have made.

GRADING. Essays will be graded on 1) comprehensibility, 2) quality of the content/information, 3) use of familiar vocabulary, and 4) grammatical accuracy. Each essay will be written twice. On version one, students receive comments about content and grammatical errors. The second version should incorporate the instructor's suggestions and the appropriate corrections. The final essay grade will be an average of both grades.
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